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Amendments to the Claims: 



This listing will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application: 

Claim 1 (Currently amended): A disposable pull-on undergarment which comprises: 
a liquid pervious top sheet; 
a liquid impervious back sheet; 

a liquid absorbent core interposed between the top and back sheets; 

front and rear waist-encircling regions opposed to each other and having longitudinal 
side edges that are joined together, at least one of said front and rear waist-encircling regions 
being elastically contractible in a waist-encircling direction; 

a crotch region positioned between the front and rear waist-encircling regions; 

a waist-encircling opening; and 

a pair of leg-encircling openings, 

said front and rear waist-encircling regions each comprising: 

first elasticized zones which extend in the waist-encircling direction between each 
of the joined side edges of the front and rear waist-encircling regions and an adjacent side edge of 
the liquid absorbent core, said first elasticized zones having heights which extend in a 
longitudinal direction of the undergarment and 

a second elasticized zone which traverses a width of the liquid absorbent core and 
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extends in the waist-encircling direction between opposite side edges of the liquid absorbent 
core, said second elasticized zone having a height which extends in the longitudinal direction of 
the undergarment, 

the first and second elasticized zones being adjacent to one another in the waist- 
encircling direction so that heights of ones of the first and second elasticized zones that are 
adjacent to one another in the waist-encircling direction are substantially coextensive along the 
waist-encircling direction, and the heights of all of the first and second elasticized zones is 
substantially e qual throughout in the front waist-encircling region are substantially the same as 
the heights of all of the first and second elasticized zones in the a»4 rear waist-encircling region. 
region s? and the first elasticized zones having a tensile stress that is greater than a tensile stress of 
the second elasticized zone. 

Claim 2 (Previously presented): A disposable pull-on undergarment which comprises: 
a liquid pervious top sheet; 
a liquid impervious back sheet; 

a liquid absorbent core interposed between the top and back sheets; 

front and rear waist-encircling regions opposed to each other and having longitudinal 
side edges that are joined together, at least one of said front and rear waist-encircling regions 
being elastically contractible in a waist-encircling direction; 
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a crotch region positioned between the front and rear waist-encircling regions; 

a waist-encircling opening; 

a pair of leg-encircling openings; 

waist elastic members extending in the waist-encircling direction are attached in an 
extended condition to an edge portion of the waist-encircling opening; and 

a plurality of auxiliary elastic members spaced longitudinally apart from each other and 
extending in the waist-encircling direction in the first and second elasticized zones, said plurality 
of auxiliary elastic members being attached in an extended condition to a location between the 
waist elastic members and the edge portions of the leg-encircling openings, 
said front and rear waist-encircling regions each comprising: 

first elasticized zones which extend in the waist-encircling direction between each 
of the joined side edges of the front and rear waist-encircling regions and an adjacent side edge of 
the liquid absorbent core, said first elasticized zones having heights which extend in a 
longitudinal direction of the undergarment and 

a second elasticized zone which traverses a width of the liquid absorbent core and 
extends in the waist-encircling direction between opposite side edges of the liquid absorbent 
core, said second elasticized zone having a height which extends in the longitudinal direction of 
the undergarment, 

the first and second elasticized zones being adjacent to one another in the waist- 
encircling direction so that heights of ones of the first and second elasticized zones that are 
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adjacent to one another in the waist-encircling direction are substantially coextensive along the 
waist-encircling direction and the first elasticized zones having a tensile stress that is greater than 
a tensile stress of the second elasticized zone, 

a tensile stress of the auxiliary elastic members is greater in the first elasticized zone 
than in the second elasticized zone. 

Claim 3 (Previously presented): A disposable pull-on undergarment which comprises; 
a liquid pervious top sheet; 
a liquid impervious back sheet; 

a liquid absorbent core interposed between the top and back sheets; 

front and rear waist-encircling regions opposed to each other and having longitudinal 
side edges that are joined together, at least one of said front and rear waist-encircling regions 
being elastically contractible in a waist-encircling direction; 

a crotch region positioned between the front and rear waist-encircling regions; 

a waist-encircling opening; 

a pair of leg-encircling openings; 

waist elastic members extending in the waist-encircling direction that are attached in an 
extended condition to an edge portion of the waist-encircling opening; 

a plurality of first auxiliary elastic members spaced longitudinally apart from each other 
and extending in the waist-encircling direction in the first and second elasticized zones, which 
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plurality of first auxiliaxy elastic members are attached in an extended condition to a location 
intermediate between the waist elastic members and the edge portions of the leg-encircling 
openings; and 

a plurality of second auxiliary elastic members spaced longitudinally apart from each 
other and extending in the waisi^encixcling direction in the first elasticized zone that are attached 
in an extended condition to a location intermediate between the waist elastic members and the 
edge portions of the leg-encircling openings, 

said front and rear waist-encircling regions each comprising: 
first elasticized zones which extend in the waist-encircling direction between each 
of the joined side edges of the front and rear waist-encircling regions and an adjacent side edge of 
the liquid absorbent core, said first elasticized zones having heights which extend in a 
longitudinal direction of the undergarment and 

a second elasticized zone which traverses a width of the liquid absorbent core and 
extends in the waist-encircling direction between opposite side edges of the liquid absorbent 
core, said second elasticized zone having a height which extends in the longitudinal direction of 
the undergarment, 

the first and second elasticized zones being adjacent to one another in the waist- 
encircling direction so that heights of ones of the first and second elasticized zones that are 
adjacent to one another in the waist-encircling direction are substantially coextensive along the 
waist-encircling direction and the first elasticized zones having a tensile stress that is greater than 
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a tensile stress of the second elasticized zone, 

a tensile stress of the first auxiliary elastic members being smaller than or equal to that 
of the second auxiliary elastic members. 

Claim 4 (Previously presented): The disposable pull-on undergarment of Claim 1 wherein said 
first elasticized zones when extended to a maximum extent exhibit an extension stress in a range 
of 0.2 to 2,0 N/25 mm and said second elasticized zone when extended to a maximum extent 
exhibits an extension stress in a range of 0,1 to 0.6 N/25 mm. 

Claims 5- 8 (canceled) 

Claim 9 (Currently amended): The A disposable pull-on undergarment of Claim 1, which 
comprises: 

a liquid pervious top sheet; 

a liquid impervious back sheet: 

a liquid abs orbent core interposed between the ton and back sheets: 

front and rear waist-enci rcling regions opposed to each other and having longitudinal 

side edges that are joined together, at least one of said front and rear waist-encircling regions 

being cla sticallv contractible in a waist-encircling direction; 

a crotch region positione d between the front and rear waist-encircling reg ions; 
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a waist-en circling opening; and 
a pair of lee-encircling openings. 

said front and rear waist-encircling regions each comprising : 

first elasfafred zones which extend in the wai st-encircling direction hetw^n ff fr h 
pf the joined side edges of the front and rear waist-enrirr U ng regions and an adjacent sida «f 
the liquid absorbent core, said first elasti cized zones having heights which extend in a 
longitudinal directio n of the undergarment and 

a second elasticized zone which traverses a width of the Mould absonW ™re ™A 
extends in the waist-encircling direction between opp o site side edges of the liq uid a h fi .vrh P nt 
core, sajd , second elasticized gone having a height whi^h e xtends in the longitudinal direction nf 
the undergarment. 

the fast and second elasticized zones being adjacent to one another in the waist- 
encircling direction so that heights of one s of the first and second elasrjcized zones that are 
adjacent to ope another in the waist-encircling dire c tion are substantially coextensive alony r fhn 
waist-encircling direction, and the heip hts of all of the first and second elasticized znnt* in 
substantially equal throughout the front and rear waist-encirc hng regions, and the first elasfir.i^ 
zones having a tensile stress that is gre a ter than a tensile stress of the second elasticized zone , 
said dispo sable pull-on undergarment further comprising: 

waist elastic members extending in the waist-encircling direction are attached in an 
extended condition to an edge portion of the waist-encircling opening; and 
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a plurality of auxiliaiy elastic members spaced longitudinally apart from each other and 
extending in the waist-encircling direction in the first and second elasticized zones, said plurality 
of auxiliary elastic members being attached in an extended condition to a location between the 
waist elastic members and the edge portions of the leg-encircling openings, 

a tensile stress of the auxiliary elastic members is greater in the first elasticized zone 
than in the second elasticized zone. 

Claim 1 0 (Previously presented): ¥he A disposable pull-on undergarment ef Claim 1, which 
comprises: 

a liquid pervious top sheet; 

a liquid impervious back sheet: 

ajiquid absorbent core in terposed between the top and back sheets- 

front and rear waist-encircling regions o p posed to each other and having longitudinal 
fiide edges that are joined together, at leas t one of said front and rear waist-encircling regies 
being elasti callv contractible in a waist-encircling direction; 

a crotch region positioned between th e front and rear waist-encirclinp rea rms; 

a waist-encircling opening: and 

a pair of leg-encircling openings. 

said front and rear waist- encircling regions each comprising: 

first elasticized zones which ext end in the waist-encircling direction between each 
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of foe joined side edges of the front and rear waist-encirclin g regions and an adjacent side ^ r : n f 
the liquid absorbent core, said first el asticized zones having heights which extend in » 
longitudina l direction of the undergarment and 

a second elasticized zone which trav erses a width of the liquid absorbent core and 
extends in the waist-encircling direction between o pposite side edges of the liquid absorber^ 
core, said second elasticized zone having a heig ht which extends in the longitudinal diracrmn , of 
the undergarment. 

the first and second elasticized z ones being adjacent to one another in the waist- 
encircling direction so that heights of one s of the first and second elasticized zones that a™ 
adjacent to one another in the waist-en c ircline direction are substantially coextensive along the 
waist-encircling direction, and the heig h ts of all of the first and second elasticized i« 
substantially equal throughout the front a n d rear waist-encircling regions, and the first elasticized 
2ones having a tensile stress that is greater than a tensile stress of the second elasticized zone, 
said dispos able pull-on undergarment further comprising: 

waist elastic members extending in the waist-encircling direction that are attached in an 
extended condition to an edge portion of the waist-encircling opening; 

a plurality of first auxiliary elastic members spaced longitudinally apart from each other 
and extending in the waist-encircling direction in the first and second elasticized zones, which 
plurality of first auxiliary elastic members are attached in an extended condition to a location 
intermediate between the waist elastic members and the edge portions of the leg-encircling 
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openings; and 

a plurality of second auxiliary elastic members spaced longitudinally apart from each 
other and extending in the waist-encircling direction in the first elasticized zone that are attached 
in an extended condition to a location intermediate between the waist elastic members and the 
edge portions of the leg-encircling openings, 

a tensile stress of the first auxiliary elastic members being smaller than or equal to that 
of the second auxiliary elastic members. 
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